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morning, but left the old man to shiver in the snow through
the darkness.
"By my troth, brother," Einard said the next day to him,
" had you been a bean last night, between my teeth, they
would have chopped you to pieces in spite of me."                   5
Such were the monks of the Chartreuse, among whom the
son of the Avalon noble desired to be enrolled, as the highest
favour which could be shown him upon earth. His petition
was entertained. He was allowed to enlist in the spiritual
army, in which he rapidly distinguished himself; and at the 10
end of twenty years he had acquired a name through Erance
as the ablest member of the world-famed fraternity.
It was at this time, somewhere in 1174, that Henry II.
conceived  the  notion  of introducing  the Carthusians into
England.    In the premature struggle to which he had com-15
mitted himself with the  Church,  he had been hopelessly
worsted.    The Constitutions of Clarendon had been torn in
pieces.    He had himself, of his own accord, done penance at
the shrine of the murdered Becket.    The haughty sovereign
of England, as a symbol of the sincerity of his submission, 20
had knelt  in the  Chapter-house of Canterbury, presenting
voluntarily there his  bare  shoulders to  be flogged by the
monks.    His humiliation, so far from degrading him, had
restored him to the affection of his subjects, and his endeavour
thenceforward was to purify and invigorate the prond institu- 25
tion against which he had too rashly matched his strength.
In pursuance of his policy he had applied to the Chartreuse
for assistance, and half a dozen monks, among them Brother
Einard, whose Denmark mission was exchanged for the
English, had been sent over and established at Witham, a 30
village not far from Erome in Somersetshire. Sufficient pains
had not been taken to prepare for their reception. The Car-
thusians were a solitary order and required exclusive posses-
sion of the estates set apart for their use. The Saxon popu-
lation were still in occupation of their holdings, and being 35